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What is an 
“Historic Landscape Report?”



A tool for preserving historically and culturally 
significant landscapes

 
Developed by the National Park Service



Researches and documents a landscape’s 
historical development through time

 
Establishes a period of significance



Studies the landscape’s existing 
conditions 

Makes preservation recommendations
 

Provides long-term management 
guidelines



The National Park Service defines four 
approaches to preservation treatment:

 
Stabilization

 Restoration
 Reconstruction

 Rehabilitation



Stabilization
 where landscape features should be sustained



Rehabilitation
 where landscape features 

should be repaired or altered to make their use 
compatible with the park’s historical value



Restoration
 where landscape features 

should be returned to their original form



Reconstruction
 where landscape features no longer extant 

should be recreated



Binney
 

Park in History



In 1927, Edwin Binney
 

purchased
10 acres on Sound Beach Avenue
at the urging of his two daughters,
Mary and Helen.



In 1928, Binney
 

donated the land to
the Town of Greenwich for “park
and recreation uses only.”

 
Binney

supervised the design and
construction himself.



Two streams fed the park area,
and Binney

 
called for these to

be dammed, creating two small 
lakes. The depth of the lakes
was to be shallow, to ensure the
safety of the lakes’

 
users.



Binney
 

included many landscape
details, such as the foot bridges and
road bridges.  He designed a stone
shelter near the lake that was
intended to “tame”

 
life.



In 1931, the Plumes, nurserymen of
New Canaan, provided a plant list
for the park with many species of
trees and shrubs.  The town
allocated $12,000 that year for the
installation of lights.



At the time of its dedication in 1933, 
Binney

 
Park contained:



 
10 acres in Old Greenwich


 
Two ponds



 
Meandering walkways


 
Footbridges and shelters


 
A fountain


 
A flagpole


 
A diversity of shade, evergreen and flowering 
trees and shrubs



The following year (1934) the town acquired 10 
additional acres to the south of the original 10, 

bringing the parkland total to 20 acres.  

Here, the town added active recreation facilities.



The town added the baseball
diamonds to the new 10-acre
section in 1934, and added the
tennis courts in 1935.





Two other parcels of land 
were added to the park in 1938 and 1939:



 
1.89-

 
acre Hillside Annex



 
10-acre Natural Park



1938 Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Map



“[The parks] should be made to excel in the art 
of garden and landscape design which will 

afford a living example stressing the 
importance and desirability of preserving and 

emphasizing, rather than transforming the 
different types of natural scenery.”

-

 

Greenwich Division of Parks and Trees, 
1940



Additions to and changes in Binney
 

Park
Since 1940:

Design and construction of paths, plantings and 
overlooks in the Hillside Annex (1946)

Construction of the equipment and storage 
building (1948)

Addition of rip-rap to the lake edges (1952)

Multiple dredgings
 

and repairs to footbridges, 
as the result of continual sedimentation

 
and 

flooding



Period of Significance
1933-Present



Binney
 

Park Today



Residential development and transportation 
routes surround the Park



Most of Binney
 

Park lies in a nearly level, low
lying, accessible area.  Steep slopes cover
Hillside Annex, and navigation over them is
more difficult.



The lakes and brooks of Binney
 

Park are
among the most appealing features.  They
also have been responsible for many years of
flooding within the park, and damage to/loss
of built (bridges) and natural (plants) features.



Views across the lakes, especially during the
spring bloom, are some of the park’s most
stunning features.



The park’s circulation routes lend themselves
to pedestrian traffic.  Vehicular traffic,
including parking, is accommodated awkwardly.



Binney
 

Park is known for its spectacular array
of flowering trees, shrubs and towering
mature specimens.



The park’s pavilions, bridges, meandering
paths, stream edges, along with its collection of
plant materials, add significantly to the historic
character.



Binney
 

Park Tomorrow
Preliminary Master Plan 

Recommendations





 
Pursue National Register Listing.



 
Compile a comprehensive drainage assessment. 



 
Complete an inventory of existing plant materials.



 
Develop an arboretum.



 
Develop a palette of hardscape

 
materials.





 
Develop a design for the pedestrian bridges that 
will withstand forces of periodic flooding.



 
Develop a collections policy.



 
Develop a method of calming traffic.



 
Develop long-range plans for the Hillside Annex, 
Natural Area and Reading Room.



What are your thoughts?



Stakeholder Recommendations


 

Pursue listing on the National Register  of Historic Places


 

Install alternative plantings near the water


 

Utilize stakeholders to maintain areas of the park


 

Color coordinate annual and perennial plants & flowers


 

Create a collections policy


 

Develop a comprehensive list of original plantings


 

Conduct a drainage study-improve usability


 

Introduce traffic calming measures to control vehicular speed


 

Train groundskeepers on pruning to avoid over pruning


 

Add a rose garden by the tennis courts


 

Balance serving interests of the community with the  manpower required to 
maintain the park



 

Solve drainage issues prior to any other planning


 

Create an arboretum


 

Revitalize the “Friends of Binney

 

Park”

 

OR create a “Friends of Greenwich 
Parks”

 

or “Greenwich  Parks Association”

 

to provide community support to all 
the parks



Thank You
Greenwich Department of Parks & Recreation

Perrot
 

Library
The Historical Society of the Town of Greenwich

The Greenwich Library
Garden Education Center
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