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ANNUAL MEETING
Wednesday, January 24, 2018

We kicked off 2017 with our annual 
meeting on January 26th at St. Paul’s 
Church. The full house in Selleck 
Hall heard from Riverside’s Hartford 
representatives: Senator L. Scott 
Frantz, Representative Fred Camillo, 
and Representative Mike Bocchino. 
They talked about our state’s 
fi nances, the committees they are 
each involved in, and their outlook 
for the coming year. Audience 
members also submitted questions 
for the speakers’ feedback. The news 
from the capital was informative and 
forecast the challenges the legislature 
would have in establishing a budget 
during the summer.

In early March, the RA invited 
Greenwich Police Community Impact 
Offi cers to meet with Riverside 
neighbors at St. Catherine of Siena 
Church where they answered 
questions about the spate of 
residential/motor vehicle burglaries 
in Greenwich and, specifi cally, 
Riverside. The offi cers also provided 
information about keeping our 
property safe.

The RA continued to participate in 
the committee providing community 
input into the development of plans 
for upgrading the Eastern Greenwich 
Civic Center.

During the summer, the RA gathered 
feedback from Riverside neighbors 
to present to the Planning and 
Zoning Commission during the 
public hearings on the mixed-use 
commercial and residential building 
planned for the corner of Sheephill 
Road and East Putnam Avenue. We 
attended each meeting to ensure that 
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neighbors’ concerns about the huge 
scale of the development were heard.

In early November, the RA 
sponsored RTM candidates forums 
in Districts 5 and 12 so Riverside 
voters could meet and greet fellow 
residents who had stepped up to run 
for offi ce and represent our interests 
in town government. District 5 had 
30 candidates running for 18 seats!

We continued to support and 
participate in the OGRCC Mothers 
Day Bike Ride by providing water 
and oranges to cyclists. We also 
lent a hand to beautifying our 
neighborhood, in our traffi c triangles 
and at our elementary schools.

In 2017, the RA moved to the 
Constant Contact platform to make 
our emails more attractive and easier 
to read. We hope you have received 
timely, pertinent information from 
our improved email blasts that 
provide links to our website and 
Facebook page — where you can 
always fi nd more information about 
Riverside happenings.

It has been an honor to serve together 
as co-presidents of The Riverside 
Association this year. We have been 
so fortunate to work with board 
members who are committed to 
serving our community and making 
Riverside the best neighborhood in 
Greenwich.

We look forward to seeing you at the 
Annual Meeting on January 24, 2018.

Best regards,
Roseann Benedict and Liz Peldunas
Co-Presidents

www.riversideassociation.org

Resident volunteers—including 
several Riverside Association 
board members—maintain fi ve 
of Riverside’s beautiful traffi c 
islands. Hearty thanks to those 
volunteers for all their their 
hard work and dedication to the 
fl ower beds at:
• Marks Road/Riverside Ave.
• Summit Road/Spruce St.
• Meadow Road/Marks Rd.
• Gilliam Lane/Riverside Ave.
• Miltiades Ave./Riverside Ave.
The Riverside Association 
worked in conjunction with the 
Riverside Garden Club to initiate 
improving the Riverside railway 
station plantings on the inbound 
(to NYC) side of the tracks. The 
Riverside Garden Club provided 
the low-maintenance plants and 
new design for the raised garden 
behind the stationmaster’s 
building.
If you see a spot that needs some 
beautifi cation and would like 
to take on the challenge please 
contact us via email at riverside.
association@yahoo.com. We are 
happy to work with you to go 
over the process of beautifying 
the neighborhood.

Did You Know?President’s Message

Save 

the date! Open to all!

riverside.association@yahoo.com.
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RTM Candidate Forums2018
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Board
Class of 2019
Bill Howland
Peter Uhry

Class of 2020
Roseann Benedict
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Shanna Fischer

Jonathan Gorman
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Dave Hardman
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Jess Reid
Linnea Stenberg
Caitlin Wardell

On October 30th, The 
Riverside Association 
[RA] sponsored a 
meet and greet forum 
for Representative 
Town Meeting [RTM] 
candidates in each of our 
Riverside voting districts, 
District 5 (south of 
Putnam) and District 12 
(north of Putnam). That 
evening, interested voters 
had the opportunity to learn 
more about neighbors who 
had thrown their hats into the ring 
to represent our community within 
town government.

In District 5, thirty candidates ran 
for 18 seats on the RTM. Nearly all 
of those candidates attended our 
forum held in the gym at Riverside 
School. The forum happened to 
be covered by a New York Times 
reporter and photographer as part 
of a story (published 11/2/2017) 
about newcomers running for offi ce.

In District 12, twenty ballot candidates 
and two write-in candidates vied 
for the 21 available seats. Turnout 
for the forum at North Mianus 
School’s media center was light but 
the candidates who attended used 
the time to good advantage, talking 
about local issues and concerns.

Thanks to all the Riverside citizens 
who have stepped up to represent 
our community’s interests on the 
RTM. Your gift of time, talent and 
diligence is much appreciated.

For a second year, The RA coordinated 
with the administrations at North 
Mianus and Dundee Schools to engage 
their students in planting daffodil bulbs 
on the school grounds. With a big assist 
from Greenwich Parks Department staff 
who dug the holes, both schools’ entire 

class of second graders worked with the 
guidance of volunteers from Greenwich 
Green & Clean (GG&C) to get the 250 
donated bulbs into the ground. The 
children worked as quickly as any adult, 
popping multiple bulbs into each hole 
and covering them expertly with trowels 
supplied by GG&C. Stay tuned in the 
spring to see the fruits of our school 
gardeners’ labors!

Thank you to our outgoing 
members for their dedicated 

time and effort:
Leo Civitillo

Nora Maloney
Todd Murphy
Reenie Parker

Andy Reid
Angela Swift

Steve Thompson

Da� odil Planting at ISD

North Mianus School students

For a second year, The RA coordinated 
with the administrations at North 
Mianus and Dundee Schools to engage 
their students in planting daffodil bulbs 
on the school grounds. With a big assist 
from Greenwich Parks Department staff 
who dug the holes, both schools’ entire 

Dundee School students

On October 30th, The 
Riverside Association 
[RA] sponsored a 
meet and greet forum 
for Representative 
Town Meeting [RTM] 
candidates in each of our 
Riverside voting districts, 
District 5 (south of 
Putnam) and District 12 
(north of Putnam). That 
evening, interested voters 
had the opportunity to learn 
more about neighbors who 
had thrown their hats into the ring 

In District 12, twenty ballot candidates 
and two write-in candidates vied 
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Please remember to renew your membership with 
The Riverside Association.

See back page for more details.
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On September 25 at a 4 P.M. special 
meeting, the Planning & Zoning 
Commission approved the proposal for 
the multi-use commercial and residential 
building for the corner of Sheephill Road 
and East Putnam Avenue. More than 50 
concerned residents turned out to listen 
to the commission deliberate before 
taking its vote. The P&Z had received 
input from the applicant and public at 
two meetings during the summer.

To gain four moderate income one 
bedroom apartments and mitigate the 
shortage of moderately priced housing in 
Greenwich, the Commission made special 
exceptions to Town zoning regulations 
to allow a driveway from a commercial 

property to exit onto residential Sheephill 
Road at an already poorly functioning 
intersection with East Putnam Avenue.

The Riverside Association (RA) will have 
the opportunity to hire a structural 
engineer to review the plans for the 
construction of the project’s underground 
parking garage before the building 

permits are issued. The RA would like to 
know the underground garage walls can 
support the widening of Sheephill Road 
at the intersection, if the Town needs to 
improve this intersection in the future. 
Additional stipulations for the project are 
detailed on The Riverside Association’s 
website. 

Eighteen months after the project is 
built and occupied, the RA will also have 
an opportunity to hire an independent 
traffi c engineer to conduct car counts 
and evaluate the function of the Putnam/
Sheephill/Lockwood intersection. The 
RA is committed to ensuring the safety 
of pedestrians—particularly school 
children—at this corner.

Big changes have been made in our 
beloved town park since last spring. 
The Department of Public Works, 
with its consultant, and through 
discussions with regulators and the 
Town’s Parks staff, developed the de-
sign for the project that was executed 
during the summer and fall.

Dredging of the pond has been 
completed and the sediment accu-
mulated over many years has been 
removed and carted from the site. 
Forebays were constructed to limit 
the amount of sediment coming into 
Binney Pond. Stone weirs, which 
allow control of the height of water 
in the pond, were either restored or 
constructed. The project’s design will 
allow the town to lower water levels in 
the pond to isolate the forebay areas 
and remove sediment every year or 
two. The frequency of maintenance 
will be dependent on Mother Nature 
and experience going forward. The 
project’s design is nature-friendly 
and allows the turtles, fi sh and all the 
other creatures in the waterway to 
continue to thrive.

The pond banks have been restored 
with low structures of rock called 
“rock toes” which will provide struc-
tural reinforcement to prevent loss of 
bank material due to the tidal nature 
of the pond. Some border trees were 
planted this fall, and more landscap-
ing will take place in the early spring, 
following the master plan laid out for 
the park.

Binney Park Update

Mixed-Use Project at Sheephill/Putnam 
Intersection Approved

Last winter, home break-ins and 
burglaries in Riverside generated fl urries 
of email traffi c and postings on Nextdoor 
Greenwich/Riverside as neighbors shared 
information about these happenings. To 
get the facts out to the community, The 
Riverside Association immediately turned 
to our assigned community resource offi cer 
at the Greenwich Police Department and 
then shared that information via email 
blast with everyone on our contact list. 
(Join our distribution list by sending an 
email to riverside.association@yahoo.
com)

To get more information about how to 
protect our homes and autos into the 
hands of Riverside residents, the RA 
arranged a talk on crime prevention at St. 
Catherine of Siena Church in early March. 
Offi cers Dan Paladino, Keith Hirsch and 
Sgt. John Thorme made an engaging 
presentation and gave actionable advice 
on how to protect our property. Here is a 
quick summary.

• When town is quiet, especially during 
school breaks, look out for your 
neighbors and call the non-
emergency police number if 
you see something unusual 
happening in Riverside.

• Always lock your home and lock 
your car. Do not leave your car 
keys in the car!

• Use an automatic light timer 
so that lights can be turned on 
and off at random times so your 
house looks occupied. Never 

leave your home completely dark; leave 
a bathroom or kitchen light on 24/7 if 
you don’t have timers.

• If you have an alarm system, use it!

Unfortunately, the spate of car thefts has 
continued this year in Greenwich. As 
of this writing, 71 cars have been stolen 
and 70 of them had the keys in the car. 
Criminals quickly walk up a driveway 
and try the car’s door handle. If the door 
opens, it takes another few seconds to sit 
in the driver seat with a foot on the brake 
and push the start button. If the engine 
turns over, the thief has a getaway vehicle. 
Simply put, Greenwich residents are 
making car theft too easy for the bad guys 
(and gals).

You can change today’s scenario! Get 
into the habit of locking your car doors 
and taking the key with you. Encourage 
your neighbors to do the same. If all the 
cars in a neighborhood are locked, the 
neighborhood is not an easy target and the 
car thieves move on.

Lock It or Lose It!

school breaks, look out for your 
neighbors and call the non-
emergency police number if 
you see something unusual 

• Always lock your home and lock 
your car. Do not leave your car 

• Use an automatic light timer 
so that lights can be turned on 
and off at random times so your 
house looks occupied. Never 
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The Annual Meeting provides a forum where residents can hear about 
local issues, propose future projects for The Riverside Association, and 
have conversations with local offi cials who are interested in community 
viewpoints and concerns.

Come to Our Annual Meeting

7:30 pm Co� ee
8:00 pm Meeting

Selleck Hall
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

200 Riverside Avenue

Meeting is Open to All!

Guest Speaker
Katie DeLuca

Greenwich Planning & Zoning

Your membership enables us to cover expenses and better serve the 
community. Suggested dues of $25 allow us to:

• Maintain open dialogue with residents and authorities
• Endorse community improvement projects
• Coordinate with offi cials to address local concerns
• Support community service projects in our neighborhoods
• Organize and host the annual meeting

Please mail dues in the enclosed envelope or pay at the annual meeting.
You can also renew your membership online with PayPal.

Join The Riverside Association!

The Riverside Association of Greenwich, Inc., P.O. Box 25, Riverside, CT 06878
www.riversideassociation.org

Email: riverside.association@yahoo.com
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